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The Community Action Agency of Columbiana County, Inc. (CAA) is a private, nonprofit
agency incorporated on July 9, 1965. The CAA employs 310 people and has an estimated annual
budget of 22 million dollars. It is governed by a Board of Directors who serve in a voluntary
capacity. Its mission is to provide affordable, comprehensive, and quality services that will
strengthen the community and lead to self-sufficiency.

The CAA utilized a combination of three components to prepare for the needs assessment to
assist with the coordination and planning efforts to meet the needs of the population of Columbiana
County and the requirements of the CSBG Act. Existing community data was utilized for the
assessment along with customer satisfaction surveys, and Key Informant surveys designed to elicit
feedback from CAA customers, service providers, and clients of a variety of social service programs
throughout Columbiana County. Quantitative data was collected from a variety of documented sources.
Qualitative data was obtained through key informant and customer satisfaction surveys. The
summaries of the customer satisfaction surveys are included as Appendix 6.

Community Data: Population

Columbiana County is the easternmost county on the Ohio River in the State of Ohio, bordering
Pennsylvania to the east, the Ohio River, the State of West Virginia and Jefferson County to the south,
Carroll and Stark Counties to the west, and Mahoning County to the north. A map of Columbiana County
is included as Appendix 1.

According to the Census data, during the eight year period of 2010 to 2018, total population
estimates for the report area declined by -4.8 percent, decreasing from 107,852 persons in 2010 to
102,665 persons in 2018. During this same period, Ohio experienced a 1.3% increase in population.

Columbiana County is predominantly rural with small communities scattered throughout its 531.8
square miles. There are two major areas of population concentration: the Salem - East Palestine Corridor
at the northern border of the county and the East Liverpool - Wellsville Corridor at the southern border of
the county.
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The US Census QuickFacts 2018 report indicates that of the Columbiana County population, 49.4%
are female with 50.60% male with the highest population age being between 18-64 years old. The
population is comprised of 95.3% that identify themselves as white, 2.5% black, 1.6% mixed race, and
.5% as other races. Of these, 1.9% report as Hispanic or Latino. The 2019 Needs assessment survey
results indicate 96% of those surveyed speak English as their primary language.

According to the US Census Bureau 8.5% of the adult population of Columbiana County are
veterans. Of those that responded to our needs assessment survey 13% of our clients are veterans.

Community Data: Economic

Columbiana County's economy suffers from problems similar to other Ohio counties located in
what is informally termed the "Rust Belt." The county's economy was based on steel and related
industries. When these industries declined in the 1980s, factories closed and an estimated 6,000
county jobs were permanently lost, and the poverty rate doubled.

Analysis of current data from the U.S. Census Bureau, the poverty rate for Columbiana County
increased by 3.2%, compared to an Ohio increase of 4.1 for the period of 2000-2018.

Poverty Rate Poverty Rate Poverty Rate Change in Poverty Rate

Report Area 2000 2014 2018 2000-2018
Columbiana County, OH 11.9% 15.9% 15.1%
Ohio 9.78% 15.78% 13.9%

50
Data Source: US Census Bureau, quickfacts
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